
Decoding 
emojis

Emojis can have different meanings depending  
on the context so it’s important to stay informed.  
We’ve decoded some in regular rotation for young people.

Smiling cat with heart eyes: 
Strong feelings of love for 
something or someone.

Collision:  
Implying chemistry together.

Skull:  
Dying with laughter.

Double exclamation:  
High level of excitement.

Hot (Hot face with tongue out 
and dripping sweat): Someone  
or something is hot and steamy.

Dove:  
Deep feelings.

Squinting face with tongue:  
Playful, flirtatious.

Monkey face:  
Playful, flirtatious.

Smiling face with tongue:  
Playful, flirtatious.

Smiling face with hand  
over mouth:  
Playful, flirtatious.

Fire:  
Flirtatious, you’re “hot”.

Horny Devil:  
Flirtatious, playful or cheeky. 



Birthday cake:  
If not being used to celebrate a 
birthday it implies someone’s bottom.

Source information:
Emojis evolve daily and this list is intended to provide a broad overview.

Our sources include The Australian Centre to Counter Child Exploitation (ACCE), ThinkUKnow, Moonshot,  
Sweetyhigh.com, and Emojiterra.com.

digitalthumbprint.com.au

Noodles:  
“Nudes” - explicit  
or intimate photos or videos.

Chilli pepper:   
Spiciness, excitement. Someone  
or something is hot or attractive.

Eggplant:  
Male penis, flirtatious contexts. 

Two hearts:  
Appreciation, platonic love.

Pizza:  
Like, love you.

Blue heart:  
Platonic love, support 
for mental health.

Corn:  
Pornography.  

Purple heart:  
Intense physical 
attraction.

Cheese + Pizza:  
Child pornography or 
content involving the sexual 
exploitation of children.

Yellow heart:  
Friendship or  
platonic affection.

Green heart:  
Envy, jealousy, or an 
interest in nature/
environmental causes.

Dynamite:  
Support for misogynist or harmful 
ideas, explosive or extreme opinion. 

Red heart:  
Love, deep affection, 
and romantic feelings.

100: Related to the 80/20 rule 
which suggests 80% of  women 
are attracted to 20% of men.

Kidney beans:  
Support for misogynist or 
harmful ideas.
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https://www.accce.gov.au/
https://www.thinkuknow.org.au/
https://moonshotteam.com/au/news-and-resources/
https://www.sweetyhigh.com/
https://emojiterra.com/
http://www.digitalthumbprint.com.au

